CHAPTER XXI
THE PATH PROPER

IT is in the four stages of this division of the Path
that the ten Samyojana, or fetters which bind man
to the circle of rebirth and hold him back from
Nirvana, must be cast off. And here comes the
difference between this period of pledged disciple-
ship and the previous probation. No partial success
in getting rid of these fetters is sufficient now; be-
fore a candidate can pass on from one of the steps
to the next he must be entirely free from certain of
these clogs; and when they are enumerated it will
be seen how far-reaching this requirement is, and
there will be little cause to wonder at the statement
made in the sacred books that seven incarnations
are sometimes required to pass through this division
of the Path.

Each of these four steps or stages is again divided
into four; for each has (1) its Maggo, or way > during
which the student is striving to cast off the fetters;

(2) its Phala (result or fruit) when he finds the